


Brief History of the Equal Rights Amendment

History 
The Equal Rights Amendment (ERA) was written by suffragist leader Alice Paul. Alice Paul was born into a Quaker family in Mt. Laurel, New Jersey, in 1885. The Quaker faith strongly supported equality among men and women and this had a lasting impact on Alice. She was the founder of the National Women’s Party and led protests at the White House, and was even jailed in her efforts to fight for women’s right to vote. In 1920 the 19th Amendment to the U.S. Constitution was ratified and guaranteed the right to vote for all American women. Alice believed that the Equal Rights Amendment was the next necessary step to achieve equal rights for both men and women. 

The ERA was first introduced in Congress in 1923 and reintroduced every year until it was passed by Congress in 1972 and sent to the states with a seven-year deadline for ratification. 

Phyllis Schlafly (http://www.eagleforum.org/about/bio.html) founded the National Committee to Stop ERA in 1972. Congress extended the ratification deadline to June 30, 1982 and the ERA received only 35 of the necessary 38 state ratifications. The amendment has been reintroduced in every session of Congress since that time

Phyllis Schlafly has been a national leader of the conservative movement since the publication of her 1964 book, A Choice Not An Echo, on the history of the Republican National Conventions. She founded Eagle Forum, a national volunteer organization. In 1972, she led the pro-family movement and organized the Stop ERA campaign to prevent further state ratification of the amendment. Phyllis argued that the ERA would take away certain gender specific privileges for women. 

Text from the ERA 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Section 1. Equality of rights under the law shall not be denied or abridged by the United States or by any state on account of sex. Section 2. The Congress shall have the power to enforce, by appropriate legislation, the provisions of this article. Section 3. This amendment shall take effect two years after the date of ratification. 

ERA Vocabulary Terms 
Suffragist – a person who supports the right to vote for a particular group, for example, to women. 
Amendment – a revision 
Legislation – the making of laws or the process of writing and passing laws 
Ratification – agreement or approval
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